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Dear first page of my diary, I got you because I have been burdened with the thought of using
my writing skills to make money. I might be young but I'm very much interested in making
money with my writing skills which are being wasted.

I'm Ikechi Success! I'm thirteen years old and I'm in JSS 2 at Community Secondary School
Rumuekini, Port Harcourt Rivers State.

I'm very good at writing novels. I started writing when I was 9 years old in primary four. I write on
self-made carved-out A1 colored papers which I turn into the size of average novels sold in the
market with my scissors and ruler, I would use baked eba as gum when I cannot afford glue and
then write my short stories on the carved out mini books, making sure to write preface,
acknowledgment and others, lol! Like they were real storybooks to sell to my classmates at the
rate of 20 naira then. After primary school, I stopped doing that and concentrated on writing
longer novels on 40 sheets of exercise books.

Now, I'm thirteen and for now, I write exercise books for free which my classmates borrow to
read. They mostly end up misplacing them, making me pass through the stress of rewriting the
books from the beginning but I have thought about it for days now.

I mainly write Y/A (Young Adult) about college romance and romance about married couples
where the wife goes through an abusive marriage that she later scales through. What if I start
writing and selling this book for real?

It was a surprise for me when my mom gifted me a phone by my Mom some weeks back. It's an
Itel button phone which I have been using to access Facebook. I got to find out on Facebook
that there are people writing novels just as I do on Facebook which I have been reading and
they are all interesting.

What if I also start writing on Facebook to get the audience to read my novels? Those people
who write novels on Facebook have a lot of readers and followers. It would be easier for them to
sell their books if they publish them because their novels are already exposed and because it
has already been exposed, they will be in high demand when it is published on paperback.

If I join them now, I will be able to grow a page or group and also have a lot of reads but, sadly,
my novel can only get exposure if I write on Facebook, and will not make money for me, it can
only make me a popular author. I will not be able to raise any money to publish my books since I
have no one interested in my writing except my mom who cannot raise the amount enough for
me to publish a book.

Luckily for me, my sister got a smartphone last week which I used to discover that I can write for
online novel apps and get paid, and yeah! I'm starting from there finally.



***
Hi, diary! It's 30th November.

It's been two days since I last talked to you, so I checked out the novel app and found out that
people who are writing with them are getting paid in dollars which when they convert to naira is
a lot of money to go with. I got to meet them through a link that leads to a WhatsApp group. I'm
going to join them but I learned that I have to work on my really bad punctuation.

I'm starting tonight to work on my punctuation, and trying writing for online apps with them. I also
learned from one of them who became a friend that if the app doesn't like my novel enough to
accept it, I shouldn't feel bad or sad as I can write for people who have been accepted which is
known as ghostwriting. It's sad that with ghostwriting, I can not write my novel ideas but only
that of the person who hired my services. It pays a lot of money but it still depends on how
hard-working I am.

I got the list of how it is done, which is; as a Nigerian writer, I will get paid in naira by anyone I’m
writing for who is known as a client. The payment is done per naira, a word is worth 1 naira, and
200 hundred words are worth 200 naira.

So far I have noticed that I can write up to 1500 words per chapter to my advantage while
writing my novels and now I will apply the same with any work I get. If I get a 20,000-word novel,
and I'm able to finish it by month's end, I will be paid 20k.

If I land more novels with a longer word count of 150k which ends in three months or more,
depending on the owner of the novel, I will be getting 150k in three months and would
subsequently get paid 50k each month for every 50k words I achieve in a month for the client
I'm writing for

There is a program called MAB (monthly attendance bonus) as I learned which authors signed
with the online apps battle to meet every month. It means updating daily to meet up to 50k
words with just a few days of absence to miss in a month to get the app you are signed with and
a monthly bonus which ranges from 150 dollars to 200 dollars.

I will be giving ghostwriting a try since it's more understandable. Then while ghostwriting, I can
now start learning about how writing on apps works before thinking of signing a book with them.

Phew! I have finally gotten a finance skill on how to make money and it's interesting
that at a very young age, I will make 50k while writing 2k words every day in my leisure time.

What a surprise it will be for mom who I want to give money badly. She will be so proud to know
I made my first money at the age of thirteen from my writing skills. How pleasing it will be for her



to hail me “ My Secretary” as she had always done whenever she found me writing my novels
on exercise books.

Dear diary, I'm off to start preparing. I will be back again to tell you how my first month went and
if I made my first 50k from ghostwriting.

Bye!!!
Talk to you in a month.


