    Silence
The recent unexplained murder of women in nigeria has put the whole of nigeria in fear,  the murders, which seem to only involve women with no particular age gap, have made most Nigerians fear for their lives. The increasing suspicion that it may be the work of a serial killer is not putting anyone's mind at rest. Adeboye Remi went to the streets of Lagos, and many people think that the Nigerian Police Force is not even equipped enough to fight armed robbers, let alone a serial killer. The serial killer, which many people have nicknamed 'the women killer,' has taken the lives of...
Are you listening to that? The DPO said after switching the television off.
He left his seat and came to stand in front of us, staring at each of us. After a few seconds of the intimidation technique, he gave us three weeks to find the 'son of a bitch,' his words, not mine, and gestured for us to leave his office.
Mr. Aderibigbe, our DPO, has always been someone who likes pushing his subordinate. He has never been particularly hardworking, but he is on our case because this case is controversial, and the press is involved.  This will of course help his political carear. 
We all stepped out of our office and entered into a makeshift office, which had been switched from a storage room to our investigation room. The room is small and painted a brightly colored red which always stay on someone cloth after testing on it. It makes everyone in the office afraid to rest on the wall.
How are we supposed to catch him with just the four of us?" John, the youngest of our group, complained while sitting
I mean, even some Nigerian celebrities have more people guiding them. How can they expect only four of us to do the work.
Na naija you dey, pele. You go soon get used to it,' Khalid, my partner, said
"Dele, our tech guy, a very gentle guy who only speaks when spoken to but is really good when it comes to getting things on the web, spoke and said, 'What if we put it on a social media platform, maybe Twitter or Instagram, and ask anyone who knows the ladies or knows things about them to speak up and report to our handle?'
i couldn't help but burst into laughter after hearing that.
Guy, do you know what will happen in the next five minute after we post that? the media houses and the blogs will post "police tired of their work ask the masses to do it for them" "It will be a nightmare, and moreover, we have three weeks; trying to decipher between jokes and real news will take longer than that," I said. 
"I think we should go into their past, let's check each and every one of them individually and see if we can find anything," Khalid, my partner, said. For the past month we've been concentrating on there connection, why don't we check them individually and see if we can get anything, he concluded
Khalid is one of the few guys whom I really respect.He is the only one who wanted a woman as a partner and didn't mind that I'm the one leading the team. He has never questioned my authority and always thinks of things thoroughly and sees them from different points of view. 
"I think that's a good idea and at least give us something to do," I said. Dele search the web and check everyone of them social media handle even the smallest info is important, "John, go to Mrs. Yusuf's house and question her family about it, since she is the only one in Abuja. We can't actually go and meet the rest of the people now. Both Khalid and I will call the station in the area they were found and find out if they have any file on them.
We all dispersed and went to do our work. 
*****************"
I was on my third call trying to get an officer to speak to me about the second victim who is living in Enugu and was killed there. The four victims that have been identified till now have been found in different state, the first was mrs. yusuf a mother of four that went missing for three days and was left in front of her house naked, autopsy revealed she was poisoned and chocked to death, so also the second victim. the third and fourth victim died the same way in osun state and kebbi state respectively. all of them not been of the same state or know each other, one is a mother, the one in kebbi is a teenager while the one in osun is newly wedded, enugu is a corps member. they all don't even have the same profession so it has been quite a mystery to find how he is picking his victim or why.
"Hello" on the other side of the phone snapped me out of my thinking.
hello, i'm anita from state security service abuja branch, i'm i talking to mr. uche 
yes how may i help you?
i want to ask if i can get the file of miss ngozi who was killed last three weeks in your district. anything from the past any case she has had till now 
mrs. anita the only file we have on her we don send am to you, you sef know say na naija we dey there is nothing like keeping a file since the past but i go tell my men to check if they find anything when they come back.
I'm sorry, can't you find someone to do it right now? it is kind of urgent.
The person with the key don go road; when he gets back ,biko.
Alright thank you but please can you get back to me as soon as you can.
ok he said and cut the call
'Anita', i turned to Khalid staying by the door, 
any progress? i asked 
no the osogbo branch said they don't have any information only about her death and i've tried the kebbi branch but no one is picking up and i doubt they will have anything useful, it is a very rural area and three towns are sharing that police station
he then asked me about my progress.
i've only been able to get in touch with the DPO of the branch said all his people dey road when they come back he will check and send to me. 
that means no progress then. 
i couldn't help but laugh because we all know how nigeria is 
dele entered looking excited 
i think i found something 
he brought his laptop closer and projected, i checked all their social media platforms humaira doesn't have and ngozi doesn't post much but sade our third victim posted about being raped by her father once and her mummy and family members didn't believe her when she told them.
he said while showing us the post, ofcourse she deleted it after being bullied and called a liar but i was able to get it.
and mrs. yusuf belongs to so many non governmental organization but most of them has to do with giving voice to victims of rape, so i think this people are victims. 
that's plausible, i mean it will explain a lot.
i will have to ask the pathologist if there was sign of rape on the victims
the body from kebbi has arrived right?
not yet he said while picking his call. 
the officer in enugu told us to wait till tomorrow, so we can check ngozi file tomorrow and we can confirm john's own when he comes back.
I've called John to keep him updated.
Well, i think he is really going after victims of rape; that was an officer from the kebbi branch, he said the girl has claimed she was raped by the imam of their mosque but qouting him "they know say na lie she dey lie" cos the man is seventy plus and very righteous so they didn't even open a case file for her or investigate 
God! Thinking about what that lady must have gone through just to be called a liar, and now she is dead.
and another thing he said while scratching his head, her body has been buried the family said she is a muslim they have to bury her immediately
what? and they released the body after we got intouch with them. khalid just shrugged.
let's start digging into the rape cases and find out if they are all connected than this, i want to call the pathologist. 
**********************
some minutes later after the conversation with the pathologist and him agreeing to chck if they were raped i was going back to my office when i saw khalid rushing towards me.
what is it? i asked gesturing for him to talk while walking
another body has been found, this time in lagos. the officer just called me and told me now, she is a single mom that has been missing for the past three days, her dead body just came up today. her body will get to abuja this evening or latest tomorrow morning.
"Spit it out!" I looked at Khalid because it seems he still has something to say
well you are not going to like this
ok........ i said while giving him a deadpan look
she is a twitter influencer with more than hundred thousand followers
My God, I groaned; they will surely roast us alive.
Wait first, that can really help us; she may have posted something relevant on her Twitter that will give us an inkling of what we are looking for," I said.  
tell Dele to check her handle; i'm coming
ok he said and left 
as i was about picking the call on my phone that has been ringing, i saw john and cut, it's just my mum i will call her back later. 
'good afternoon', he said while coming to stand by my side, 
afternoon did you get any information
nothing new honestly and about the rape issue the children don't know anything about it, they know she always support all the ngo that has to do with rape and stuff but aside from that she didn't tell them anything and the father has fallen i'll since her demise. so i didn't really gain anything new.
it's ok, another new body has been found in lagos
lord he said while groaning
a single mother that is also an influencer.
that's bad, what about the kid
how ahould i know i shrugged and entered the office.
i entered to see khalid and dele checking the laptop
anything interesting? i asked
just checking her tweets 
project let's check it together we basically have nothing else to do. 
he projected  and checking her tweets it's just like a normal twitter user that is also a feminist, and promoting her products
she talks about rape a lot john commented 
we all silently agreed, 
wait, stop at that tweet, this starr is it not part of the organization that mrs. yusuf support? i asked while bringing out her file.
ehnehn see she donated money to the program in 2021 and this one is encouraging people to use it through her tweet, i think we should follow it up and see what we can find 
on it! dele said and started typing away on his laptop, 
it is a program made in 2020 during lockdown to support victims of rape and the starr just basically mean stand against rape and rapist. it is an nta program, they just recently started a live broadcast where they bring victims out on television, to talk about their story. they have a website where you can lodge your complain or story. 
check if our victims post anything on the website 
hmmm.... you can only post your story you can't view other people story, he said while still typing on his laptop
work your magic dele, come on!
john is there a way you can find out the people that have been on the show before? check nta official website if you will see and see it any of them has been there
i've hacked it dele said and showed us. there are so many posts 
i know is there a way we can find out which one is our victims own 
no, many people here don't use their real name
ok and we started reading the various posts
after reading for 1 hour we saw a post about how an imam raped a lady in a rural area and some other post that seems to connect with our victims.
john came back to tell us that none of the victims has been on the show. 
i think we need to get to nta office to meet the people that are incharge of this thing
khalid and john you are with me and we all left the office 
got to the station and went to meet the person in charge immediately, after the usual pleasantries
your program starr is somehow connected to our case we will love to meet the people incharge, every single one of them. 
what? i don't know how our program can be involved in something like that but i will get them for you. stood up and quickly went out 
minutes later, three women and a man entered
good morning about the program you are involved in i want to know who is in charge of reading the website and choosing the people that comes on the show
that will be mr. brown he is the one that talks to the victims and choose the one that comes on the show. 
and where is this mr. brown? i asked 
the only man among them answered " he told he was going to lagos and from there going to visit his family in london, he doesn't stay in nigeria, just mainly come and go
when is he leaving the country? 
today most likely. 
i turned to khalid and told him to call the airport and delay all flights going to london he quickly left to do as i said
did he go to kebbi last week?
i don't know his schedule, he his not a permanent staff, just comes on the day of the show. i think he knows someone high up to get this position.
yes he went the youngest lady among them spoke up, we went together but he said he wanted to meet someone there for business. 
what about enugu and osun miss? john spoke up behind me 
well... we went to them too, she then looked up and asked? i'm i in trouble?
not if you are not an accomplise
just then khalid entered, "i have bad news, i'm afraid the last flight to london has taken off, ten minutes ago and there is definitely a mr. peter brown on it. 
my god! john and i exclaimed together, 
just then my phone rang and it was the pathologist
misz anita, about your inquiry, i'm afraid it is true there is sign of forced entry in one of them though that's the only one i've checked, 
ok well thank you? 
************,,
a mr. peter brown has been declarec wanted and according to our sources, he is the suspect of the recent murder going on in nigeria presently, mr brown who is a nta staff..... i switched off my phone while relaxing better in the first class seat
we can't come back to nigeria right?
i told you to be careful now look at all the mess you've made.
As if you didn't enjoy the hunt yourself. Moreover they are all like that woman lying that they are raped, putting innocent people in jail for something they didn't do.
We can't be in Nigeria for the foreseeable future.
Well atleast they've been silenced. 
