Sitting there with my teenage self felt like meeting an old friend. | had the chance to share
something important, something that could change our life's path, but | had to do it subtly.

"You know, as we grow up, we learn a lot about handling money," | said gently. My younger
self looked curious, so | carried on. "Back then, | often wished | had known a little more
about saving."

My teenage self tilted their head. "Why's that?"

"Well, imagine this," | began, "you've got your eye on that new game console, right?" They
nodded. "Totally get it. But what if you put a bit of what you earn into something special just
for the future? Like, creating a treasure chest you can open when you're older."

They seemed intrigued but unsure. "But won't that mean | can't get what | want now?"

"Not exactly," | assured. "You can still get what you want. It's about finding a balance. Setting
aside a little can add up over time and turn into something bigger than you expected. Kind of
like planting a seed that grows into a tree."

They looked thoughtful. "How does money grow like that?"

"It's like a secret magic trick called 'compound interest,”" | said with a smile. "When you save,
your money earns extra money over time. So, if you start now, you'll have a nice surprise
waiting for you later."

Their eyes lit up, but skepticism lingered. "Sounds too good to be true."

"I getit," | agreed. "It's a bit like believing in something you can't see right away. But you
know, just by taking small steps, you can create something amazing without even realizing
it."

As the conversation flowed, | shared stories about the importance of being cautious with
loans, the joy of watching investments grow, and the peace of mind that comes with having
money set aside.

My younger self looked puzzled. "What if | mess up?"

"That's the beauty of it," | said gently. "Mistakes are part of learning, and they don't define
you. By being careful and learning from them, you'll become wiser."

As our chat wrapped up, my teenage self seemed more open to the idea. "So, you're saying
that | can still enjoy things now, but also make sure I'm taking care of my future self?"

"Absolutely," | confirmed. "Think of it as giving your future self a really awesome gift — the gift
of freedom to do what you love without worries."

They smiled, seeming determined. "I'll give it a shot. It's like helping out a friend | haven't
met yet."



Walking away, | felt a sense of contentment. While | couldn't reveal everything, | had shared

a part of my journey and planted a seed of financial wisdom. It was up to my younger self to
nurture it and watch it grow over time.

The End.



